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David Von Drehle, (2015): The Death of the Death Penalty, journal of capital punishment, (52) 120-130
I. Question should death penalty be abolished?
II. Design: 
A. The set to establish the extent to which death punishment has been administered in various states, the decline in executions and reasons why it should be abolished. 
B. The research was mainly precipitated by the shocking bloodbath at the Boston Marathon that involved Dzhokhar Tsarnev in 2013. 
C. With the reaction of Americans70% of which saw or otherwise thought justice was served after a federal jury on May 15 handed the death penalty sentence after a two day trial prompted to investigate the degree to which people accepted and of course approved death punishment.
III. Results
A. Nebraska abolished the punishment on May 27, 2015. Pennsylvania under Tom Wolf declared an open ended moratorium on executions. 
B. Texas that leads the country in executions since 1976 saw the plunge from 40 in 2000 to just 10 in 2015. 
C. However, the state of Missouri has accelerated its rate, though the number of new sentences has dipped. To cement this, it was established that since the start of 2014, all but two of the nation`s 49 executions have been carried out by just five states: Texas, Missouri, Florida, Oklahoma and Georgia.
IV. Discussion: Some factors in the investigation as to why death punishment should be behind the modern society and legal system came vividly into play. They included exceptionally long durations concerned authorities have always taken and still take to execute the condemned. 
A. Some cases have been done for over three decades for executions to be done! This can be done with the case of Thomas Knight that dragged for 39 years since 1975.In some others, like that of  Wiley Bridgeman who walked free after confession from the key witness to the case, a 12 year boy, for making up a story to help police.  The crime rates were found to have plunged coupled with dwindling justifications for this type of punishment. Additionally governments have gone broke and the gravity of evidences presented have proven to be not that sufficient and of course poorly conducted investigations.
B. Suggestions. 
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]The author suggests that the judges should consider the evolution of current perception.
2. Also, the complexities and throw in the towel on handing death punishments to convicts.
C. Limitations:
1. The report does not provide a comprehensive analysis of happenings in regards to this in majority of states
2. It also does not trace to history in detail of this punishments.
D. Further research: 
1. The author has been until 2015 researched and written on this matter for 30 years.
2. His publications have been apparently been taken into account and so he observes that further publications and research into abolishment would one day lead to the death of this punishment.
E. Critique: While I do agree with the author on the issue of the exceptionally long durations these cases take, he has only sampled a few cases scattered in various states. Others may have been expedited. And again, he also notes that crimes have plunged, but does not satisfactorily illustrate how the decline should be cause for abolishment. The study was done in 2015 and so does not provide any information on the state of affairs in the years to 2017 since then.
IV. Generalization: 
A. The jury should understand that killing offenders does not bring back to life victims.
B. However, this should be done with moderation because the abolishment could just motivate more crimes of death penalty degree.















